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About the same time the conversion of the Serbian tribes
was effected. How much it was due to pressure from Con-
stantinople and how much to the enterprise of the Serbian
princes we cannot tell. By the early years of the tenth
century the various Serbian tribes had their own Cyrillic
churches, with the exception of the Narentans, heathen
pirates on the shores of the Adriatic, who were only properly
subdued and civilized by Venice a century later. To the
north and west in Croatia and Dalmatia, Christianity took a
different form. There contact with the Franks and with the
old Roman cities of Dalmatia had introduced Latin rites.
The Slavonic Church spread there, and under the Bishops
of Nin (Nona) put up a strong fight for its existence. But
after the turn of the century Byzantine influence, the main
prop of the Slavonic Church, was barely extant in Croatia,
and King Tomislav of Croatia decided at the synods of
Spalato (924 and 927) to bring his people unitedly into the
Latin fold. And so Byzantium was to play no direct part
in building up the civilization of Croatia, which followed
rather in the wake of its Catholic neighbours, Italy and
Hungary.
Meanwhile Moravia suffered for its desertion of Cyrillism.
At the close of the ninth century there was a war between
Bulgaria and Byzantium, The Magyars were now living
beyond the Bulgarian frontier on the Pruth, and beyond
them was another Turco-Ugrian people, the Petchenegs.
During the war the Byzantines called in the Magyars against
Bulgaria; but during their invasion the Petchenegs were
induced by the Bulgars to occupy their vacant home. The
Magyars, terrified of the Petchenegs, decided to move else-
where, and in about the year 900 they crossed the Carpa-
thians. In a very short time not only had they occupied the
Bulgarian province of Transylvania, but the whole Moravian
kingdom had crumbled away and its surviving inhabitants
were restricted to the small district to the north known in
later years as Moravia. In its place was the heathen militarist
State of the Magyars, Hungary. Constantinople was not
displeased. Moravia was punished; the Magyars now would
raid western rather than eastern Europe; and, to the relief of
the Germans no less than the Byzantines, the great Slav bloc